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SUB J : FMG REQUESTS FBIS WITHDRAWAL 

1. AT MEETING TODAY WITH MEA DEPUTY PERMSEC DOVE-EDWIN 
AT LATTER'S REQUEST, DOVE-EDWIN TOLD ME HE WAS INSTRUCTED 
REQUEST WITHDRAWAL OF FBIS STATION AT KADUNA. HE SAID FMG 
WANTED WITHDRAWAL TO BE COMPLETED WITHIN FOUR-MONTH PERIOD. 

2. I ASKED WHETHER HE COULD GIVE ME ANY REASONS FOR THE REQUEST. 
HE CITED SPORADIC PRESS REPORTS OVER RECENT MONTHS IMPUTING 
SINISTER IMPLICATIONS TO THIS INSTALLATION. HE SAID HE HAD 

BEEN GIVEN NO PRECISE REASONS, HOWEVER, AND HAD SEEN ONLY 
A SUMMARY OF THE "MINUTES OF THE MEETING" AT WHICH THE DECISION 
HAD BEEN MADE. I ASKED WHETHER IT WAS THE SUPREME MILITARY 
COUNCIL THAT HAD MADE THE DICISION. HE NODDED, THEN ADDED 
"IT WAS A HIGH LEVEL DECISION." 

3. I SAID I HOPED I COULD BE ASSURED THAT THE FMG CLEARLY 
UNDERSTOOD THE NATURE OF THE FBIS OPERATION. I EXPLAINED THAT 
THE WORK OF THE FBIS WAS PUBLIC, THAT THE KADUNA INSTALLATION 
CONSISTED OF A RECEIVER THAT MONITORED PUBLIC BROADCASTS, THAT 
DIGESTS OF THE INFORMATION WERE FREELY AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC, 
THAT THE STATION HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED 

BY NIGERIAN AUTHORITIES, AND 

THAT IT WAS KNOWN TO BE OPEN FOR VISITS UPON REQUEST. I SAID 
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LESS THAN TWO WEEKS AGO (LAGOS 12434). DOVE-EDWIN ASSURED ME 
THAT THE FMG FULLY UNDERSTOOD THE LEGITIMACY AND INNOCENCE OF 
THE INSTALLATION, STATING THAT HE WAS PERSONALLY AWARE THAT SOME 
OF ITS PRODUCT HAD BEEN PROVIDED TO HIS COLLEAGUES IN MEA. HE 
COULD ONLY SURMISE THAT THE REQUEST WAS MOTIVATED BY FMG DISINCLINA- 
TION TO FACE POSSIBLE NEED OF EXPLAINING WHY IT PERMITTED CON- 
TINUED FBIS OPERATION IN NIGERIA. 

4. I TOLD DOVE-EDWIN WE WOULD WANT A FORMAL NOTIFICATION OF 
FMG'S REQUEST. HE THEN SHOWED ME A DRAFT TEXT OF AIDE MEMOIRE, 

WHICH I SUGGESTED HE SEND ME UNDER COVER OF OFFICIAL MEA 
TRANSMITTAL. I SAID I APPRECIATED LEEWAY PROVIDED BY FOUR-MONTH 
WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE. HE REPLIED THAT IF WE NEEDED "AN ADDITIONAL 
MONTH OR SO," THERE WOULD BE NO PROBLEM. 

5. COMMENT: WE SUSPECT TIMING OF FMG REQUEST MAY RELATE TO 
INCREASING PUBLICITY ON CIA ROLE IN ANGOLA AND DESIRE TO BE IN 
POSITION RESPOND TO ANTICIPATED NEW PUBLIC PROTEST AGAINST FBIS. 
ACTUAL TIMING OF WITHDRAWAL IS OF LESS IMPORTANCE TO FMG THAN BEING 
ABLE TO STATE THAT US HAS ACCEPTED FMG DECISION TO CLOSE IT DOWN. 

AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, WE HAVE SEEN THIS COMING FOR SOME TIME AND 
HAVE ENCOURAGED FBIS PLANNING FOR THIS CONTINGENCY. WE RECOMMEND 
PROMPT WITHDRAWAL WITHIN FOUR-MONTH PERIOD. 
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